What’s Happening Around the Country – February 2011

Well, the AHRA, after last year’s widely seen and greatly disappointing act of public suicide, no longer has an operating website.  No schedule, no events, no cheesy scams where racers don’t get paid the promised prize money.  It may be just as well they have sunk back out of sight again.  Last time they re-surfaced, it really wasn’t very pretty.
The IHRA is still unable to field a schedule of real races again in the 2011 season.  Their activity now is mostly confined to the lower classes (what they term ‘sportsmen’), with the addition of what drag race producers refer to as a ‘bought’ show of Top Fuel and Fuel Funny Cars (booked and paid to put on a race show, but not running for points or a championship).  A big part of their Nitro Jam events is wheel-standing school busses and jet powered semi-truck tractors and other such automotive oddities to entertain the kiddies (makes me think of Monster Trucks).  It’s just a drag strip show to sell admission tickets now, no longer a season-long race to crown a champion. 
NHRA’s move in recent years further away from our style of drag racing is well-documented, both in previous pages of this blog and elsewhere.  They still seem to be focused on Big Money.  The IRS reportedly is investigating them now to see whether all those millions of dollars they rake in are being properly handled by what is supposed to be a charitable non-profit corporation intended to serve the public (you and me) and not just a big business to further enrich its already wealthy owners.  You won’t see any old time coupes, sedans, or roadsters at their Big Shows.
The Good Guys have bailed out of drag racing altogether.  G.G.’s events in 2011 will consist of car shows and swap meets, which can be mildly interesting, but don’t have any real tire smoke or nitromethane fumes to tingle your nose hairs.  G.G.’s former Race Director Robert Kornegay has taken a new post as manager of Thunder Road Raceway, near Shreveport, LA.  Veteran G.G. Nostalgia Top Fuel FED runner Charlie Smith has converted over to an unblown injected car on alcohol and is running this season with the SWJFA.  Can you say, “Bye bye, Beech Bend?”
The Nostalgia Pro Comp Association still puts on races that make good sense to those of us who are fans of traditional drag racing.  Most of their events are held in Ohio and Illinois and around the Upper Midwest.  NPCA runs front engined fuel dragsters and pre-1980 fuel funny cars, along with some choice looking altereds and earlier model door cars.
The Nostalgia Super Stock Ass’n and National Muscle Car Ass’n, like the NPCA, runs mostly in the Upper Midwest.  NSSA’s 2011 schedule had not been posted yet when this was written, but last year their 1960’s-era Super Stockers ran at events in Missouri, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, and Michigan.  NMCA runs street-style door car races at tracks from Florida to California.
The Texas Outsiders have had sponsor problems recently (hasn’t everyone!), so are not putting on events of their own and are running mostly at Central and Midwestern races put on by the NMCA.  Mark Artis of the T.O.’s says they still have about fifty members who field a variety of classic Nostalgia Super Stock cars.

The Southwest SuperChargers circuit runs mostly at races in far West Texas or New Mexico.  A lot of the SWSC cars are rear-engined Top Alcohol dragsters, but they have a sprinkling of hot FED’s.  One of the best of those old style FED’s (which actually has a Competition Coupe body on a long FED chassis) belongs to brothers Jerry and Bill Norman, who made good showings at the last two Texas State Championship races.
There’s a good bit of match race and exhibition action for Nostalgia Funny Cars and Nostalgia Top Fuel up and down the East and West Coasts, but not so much in the middle of the country.

Some of the best, most competitive racing in the nation is put on by the Outlaw Fuel Altereds, Southwest Junior Fuel, and Texas Blown Fuel Associations.  These home-grown circuits of old style cars run mostly at events in Texas, Oklahoma, Missouri and Louisiana, with a joint Season Finale for all the OFAA, SWJFA, and TBFA cars every year at the Texas State Championships.

What’s the Texas Timing Association up to?  Well, in 2011, TTA has the Hill Country Hot Rod’s annual Show and Go at Temple Academy Raceway on May 21st, we appear with famous old race cars at the Vintage Air Nitro Reunion in San Antonio on May14th, and display more of our historic cars at the Billetproof Texas Car Show in Giddings on June 4th (where one of ours took Best Truck last year and another won Best of Show the year before).  And, of course, the TTA will put on the last major event of the season again, the Texas State Championship race, on the same weekend this year as last year, October 22nd, at San Antonio Raceway.
